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OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A COMMISSION 
APPOINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL 
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 4 OF THE ORDER OF THE 
TRIBUNAL DATED 13 MARCH 1946. 
10 June 1946. 
COMMISSIONERS: 


Captain Joseph Tubridy 
Mr. Rasumov 


THE GESTAPO 
(THE COMMISSION CONVENED AT 12800 HOURS.) 
LUDWIG OLDACH, a witness, took the stand and testified as follows: 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: 
Q Will you raise your right hand and repeat this oath after me: 
I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will speak 
the pure truth and will withhold and add nothing. 
(The witness repeated the oath.) 
Qe What is your full name? 
A Ludwig Oldach. 


BY DR. MERKEiex WEISGERBER: 


Q Witness, give us a short life history. 


A On the lst of May 1905, I entered the Mecklenburg Justice Department 
as a potential civil service employee to act as courier or civil servant for 
that department, After training and examinations in 1908 I became Judicial 
Trainee with various local District Courts and the State Attorney until 1917. 
Then I was transferred to the Mecklenburg Finance Department and on the lst 
of April 1920 I was transferred to the Reichs Finance Department, as Tax 


Inspector and from 1928 until 1933 I was Chief Tax Inspector, After half a 


year I was made City Councilman in Wissmar and in December 1933 I was made 
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I was made Chief of the Political Police in Mecklenburg. 

Q Were you also in charge of the Criminal Police in Mecklenburg? 

A Yes. 

Q It is interesting that you, as a person with no previous experience, 
would be made the Chief of the Gestapo and Criminal Police of Mecklenburg? 

A That came for the following reason: In September 1933 an old 
acquaintance of mine, Dr. Schweder, came to me and he said that he came from 
Himmler and had made to Himmle. the suggestion that I be put in charge of 
the Political Police that was supposed to be instigated in Mecklenburg. 
I thereupon asked him why he came to me for this. Schweder told me that 
Himmler had told him that for Mecklenburg he wanted a quiet, old, and 
experienced Civil Servant and not a young, excitable, inexperienced SS 


leader. He also stated that one person had already volunteered for the 


job and hat wee te SS of Mecklenburg who, according to him, 


was a young, excitable, wild fellow, without any practical experience, and 
that had to be prevented in any case. 

Q Witness, make short pauses between your sentences so that the 
stenographer can follow, Was there any Political Police in Mecklenburg 
before 1933? 

A No, there was none. All political cases, all political criminal 
activities were taken care of by the District Criminal Police. 

Q When was the Gestapo Office activated in Schwerin? 

A After Dr. Schweder came to me the first thing I did was to talk 
to/staatenini ster (State Minister), and he asked me to take this post. 
When I told him that I was no full judicial jurist he told me that in my 
activity with the local courts and the district courts I had received 


enough experience concerning political laws and criminal laws to do the job. 
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Thereupon the State Minister appointed me Chief of the Criminal Police, 
in December 1933, with the orderte create a political police there, 

Q In other words, was this organization the Secret State Police or 
Gestapo Headcuarters in Mecklenburg? 


A Ye S . 


Q Did this organization, that is the Gestapo, stay within the Criminal 


State Police Department of Mecklenburg and how long did that situation prevail? 

A It remained like this until 31 March 1937 but in 1934 the Gestapo was 
given equal rights as far as their personnel requirements were concerned, 
that is was given the same basis as the Criminal Police, both of which were 
under the Police Department of the State of Mecklenburg. 

Q How strong in numbers was the political department, 

A 15 men. 

Q Were those only ¢divil service employees or does that include all 
personnel? 

A Those were only civil service personnel. 

O In addition to that you had other employees, volunteers,cand what 
else did you have? 

A First we had some other employees, such as typists and others but as 
time went by, men of the regular police were ordered transferred to the 
Political Police and further helpers were employed, such as a driver, 
messengers, and so on, 

Q Were those 15 men, those 15 employees with the Political Department, 
where they former members of the Criminal Detachment of the Police of the 
State of Mecklenburg, that is before 1933? 

A Yes they were all former members of the State Police Department, 


that is the Regional Police Department, and were old former members of 
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the Criminal Police while others came from the Regular Police and Gendarmerie, 
Q Were there any administrative officials or civil service men 
within these 15 men? 
No. 
Who was in charge of the administrative work of the Political 
Depar tment? 
A The economic and social administration was in the hands of the 
Mecklenburg Police. 
Q How many of the employees or the civil service employees belonged 
to the NSDAP or one of its organizations before 19337 


A Four employees were members of the Party since 19323 


Q Neurrniny wu Members of the organization? 
U 


A One, 

Q What was the development after that? 

After 1933 a number of employees joined the Party but not all of 
them. Among the other employees, those not civil service employees, only 
a very few were in the Party. For instance, my secretaries, who were in 
the waiting room, never belonged to the Party. 

Q The transfer to the Political Police Department was, in other words, 
just a purely administrative mtter; that is it was within the history of 
the civil service employee? 

A Yes. 

Q Were you especially interested, where employees joined the Political 
Police after 1933, in the fact that they were members of the Party? 

A No, I was mainly interested in an active person and a good character, 

Q What would you say was the percentage of the volunteersin your 


organizat ion? 
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A Volunteers were taken after 1937, that is young fellows, and they 
were about 10 per cent of the total. 

Q What was the possibility of a civil service employee who was trans- 
ferred to the Gestapo, to be discharged from the Civil Service or to be 
transferred to another Police Department? 

A Discharge was possible according to the German Civil Service Employees' 
Law, but then he could not receive any pension or any other thing like that, 
and therefore that did not happen, Requests for transfer to other Police 
Groups were not heeded and after the beginning of the war it was forbidden 
to make any such requests for transfer to another police groupe 

Q Do you know of any case in your office, or in your department , where 
a man who attempted to be transferred to another police group was threatened 
with a fine or other sentence? 

A There were two cases in my department were employees wanted to get 
out. One employee had differences with the Kreisleiter concerning his 
„reports on church matters and wanted to leave but it was forbidden by the 
Ministry. Another employee wanted to leave during the war, to join the 
army, that was in 1940, and the request was turned dom. Thereupon he wrote 
directly to the Air Ministry and a letter came back and I had to threaten 


him with heavy fines in case another request like that was made. Later on 


an order was issued in which it was specifically forbidden to make any 


such requests. 

Q During the war what was the sentence if a person refused to do his 
job or continue his duty? 

A Civil Service employees were put under Army Court Martial during the 


war and if an employee had refused to do his job he would have been tried 
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before a SS Police Court. 

Q Were there any Border Police under you? 

A Yes. 

Q Was there any change of personnel in the Border Police after 19337 

A In 1933 the members of the Border Police were transferred into 
the Political Police and in 1938 the Border Police Section was enlarged. 
Eight young men came from Vienna and they were transferred to Warnemuende, 
which was in my Area, These young men told me that they were asked in 
Vienna to do a few weeks of Border Police duty. Once they had said they 
would do a few weeks of Border Police work they were suddenfly transferred 
to a Border Police School and after eight weeks of training, against their 
wishes, they were transferred to Warnemuende, Of those, several absolutely 
did not want to remain with the Police and finally it was possible for two 
of them to leave the Police after I, according to their own requests, had 
reported that they were not suitable for police work. 

Q What were your duties as Chief of the Political Police? 

A The finding out and fighting of all State enemy organizations or 
factions, Also the investigation of all criminal activities of gy State 
and Party officials and the reporting to the State Government and the Party 
conceming all important political mtters, 

Q How was your office or your department organized? What offices 
were in it, what sub-depar tments? 

A First of all there were Departments 1 and 2 - those were the Personnel 
and Economic Departments, There was no Department 3 - there was the SD. 
There was also Department 4 with several sub-departments: No. l was concerning 


Marxism and Socialism and Communism. No. 2 concerned any National Social- 


istic opposition and, after the beginning of the war, any anti-war 
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actitivies or anything against the country. No. 3 concerned Party Members, 
that is their investigation in cases of criminal activity and so on, as 
well as church mtters, matters concerning free Masons and Jews. No. 4 
was the counter-espionage and foreign information . 

Q Were there also not other departments, such as a department for 
Foreign Workers, for industrial information or industrial spying, a depart- 
ment for industrial security, a department for guard duty, and also within 
Department 4 a number of lists and files? 

A The lists and files were in a department by themselves, The guard 


activities were very seldom used but belonged to the Party Referat. 


Industrial Security was part of the counter-espionage; Industrial Espionage 


also belonged to the same group. 

Q Under the sub-referat for Nationalism and Socialism was there also 
the Stahlhelm included? 

A Yes but that was itself in 1935. 

Q From whom did you receive your orders? 

A I received orders from the Reich Security Office, fram the State 


Minister, from the Stadthalter and from the Gauleiter. 
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BY DR, MARIGA; Weiagerber 


q How was the cooperation between the Gauleiter and ether organiza- 


iN 


tions? 

A Of course, I had to report to the Gauleiter, who was also Reichs- 
tadthalter and the state minister, concerning all Gestapo matters and that 
happened from case to case. During the war, the Gauleiter, who was also 
Reichstadthalter, required that I report te him verbally every two weeks 
repeatedly and I also had to report, upon his request, through st-tements. 

Q Did you also have to send any written reports to other departments 
of the party or other oregnisations? 

A It happened very often that either the party or Kreisleiter or 
Kreisleitung brought charges before me and of course, I had to report to 
them what the results of their charges were. 

Q To what extent did political groups or officers attempt to 
influence you and your office? 

A ‘They tried that continuously and I always was very angry concerning 
that. It went so far that all the Kreisleiters teld me I was a bareaucrat 
and had bureaucratic thoughts and all my employees were actually party 


enemies, 


Q Did you also work against lawness or any matters against the law 


within the party or the organization? 
A Yes, 
Q Could you prove or certify your answer by telling us some instances? 


A Yes, I can do this, Right in the beginning, I had to arrest a 
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high Så leader, a SA officer, for embezzlement. I also had to report 
various SA men for disturbing the peace and assault when they tried 

to disturb members of the Bekenntnischurch. They continually attacked 

me and I hed to defend myself continually, Then, I also had an investi- 
gation concerning an Ortegruppenleiter, who reported that he wae attacked. 
We found out that was not the Seth and thus we had quite a bit of differ- 


ence with the leaders of the party. I also had an investigation concern- 


ing this Ortsgruppenleiter concerning a suspected murder. After a very 
long investigation, it was possible to bring this man to justice as a 
murderer in 1982, I was also sble to arrest a high Gau administrative 
officer. He was the Gauamts administrator and he was arrested on the 
charge of aiding a murderer, He smuggled into the urison te a prisoner 
a pistol, ammunition and packages and he also smuggled in and out letters 
and various objects like that. I was attacked, concerning this investi- 
gation, but I had the satisfaction later on of seeing the special court 


convict this man on all these charges, 


FOLLOWING RECESS, 
BY DR. vem: Mecagerder 
Q How was the training of your officers, what were the main points 
taught to them and what main points were considered to be important? 
A Until the police was made a government organization, all the men 
were first trained either through the school in Schwevin or the regular 
police shhool at Gharlettenburg. Following April of 1937 when everything 


was taken ever by the Government, the lower civil service trainees had 
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to attend police school and the higher officers had to attend police leader- 
ship schools at Charlettenburg, then they had to go te the police school at 
Fuerstenberg. 

Q Im the training of your police officers which was considered more 
important, the actual occupational training or the training to be fanatics or 
fighters for the NSDAP? 

A The police school coneidered both impertant. 

Q How were these orders, which were marked "secret" treated in your 


department or your office? 


A This was dome after the so-called "Verschluss" decree. The receipt 


of all secret decrees or messages were recorded in a day book and the person 
who had used the book for his work had to sign a receipt for it. After its 
use, the book was lecked up in a safe. 

Q Is it true when I say that one certain officer in the Gestapo office 
took care of all highly secret and important matters without his room-mate 
or room coworker knowing about it? 

A Yes, 

Q Was it your duty to supervise the complete secretness of these 
matters? 

A Yes, 

Q How did you de your duty concerning this? 

A My deputy was required to check upen this "Verschluss" decree 
or lecked decree quarterly, that is every three months, 

Q What were the imprisonment terms in case such a secret decree 
was broken or not carried out? 


A It was considered treason if such a decree was breken, 
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Q Where were the prisoners kept that were arrested concerning 
state police matters? 

A These prisoners were brought te the prisons and they were 
sent to towns where there were police prisons, 

Q Who was responsible for these police prisons? 

A The Ortspolizei officers. 

Q Did you, in your department, have prisons especially for the 
Gestapo, 

A We. In Schwevin we did not have our own prisons, 

Q Is it true that the guards of those prisoners, that were arrested 
by the Gestapo and were transferred to the volice or general prisons, 
were not members of the Gestape? 

A No. 

Q Where were the interrogations of persons arrested for political 
reasons held? 

A The interrogations of those persons was in the places er areas 
where there was a state police department or a Gestapo department within 
the Gestapo building. In other towns, within the offices of the lecal 
police, the community representative or chairman, 

Q It has been stated by the Presecution, that during the inter- 
rogations by Gestapo officers large numbers of mistreatments and tortures 
occured, What do you say concerning this? 

A With us, such mistreatments and tortures did not occur, I always 
told my officers that such things were not nice and were prohibited, I 


continually said that a forced statement was not valuable and that I did 


not want such a confession, 
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Q As department head, what possibilities did you have to see and 
check that your orders were cofried out? 

A While I was on duty, they could not do otherwise, because quite 
often during the day I went through the rooms or the offices and I do net 


think this happened during the time I was not there, 


Q Were these interrogation offices separated from the other offices 


in your building? 

A No. We only had one building and in one room there were always 
two, three or four officers and the interrogations were also held in these 
rooms, 

Q Were all persons in thet room connected with the interrogation? 

A They heard it =- they were there, unless they were away on official 
travel. It was also possible that various officers were away on official 
duties elsewhere or on travel and that one officer might be alene in that 
room, however, there was usually a typist present, 

Q What happened to the person arrested after his interrogation? 

A The arrested person was brought beck te the justice prison add 
all alibis of the arrested person were thereupon examined and if there 
was only one witness, as was the case quite often, a close investigation 
as to the truth and trust-worthiness of the witness was made, It happened 
often that I brought the witness and the accused together in order to get 
the truth. At the end of this investigation, the arrested persen was 
either transferred to the court or he was set free, 


Q Did the arrested person have the opportunity to get himself a 


lawyer? 
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A Yes, he had the possibility, but within the police department 
investigation rules and regulations representation by a lawyer was not 
permissable. Of course, when a lawyer came to me I did listen to him and 
aid use his information or whatever he told me, 

Q The prosecution claims that there was no legal remedy against 
protective custody. 

A Concerning protective custody, there was a protest allow wisn 
official channels, 

Q Who decided concerning these protests? 

A The Reichs Main Security Office. 

Q Did these protests, through official channels, have any results? 

A Yes. 

Q How was the cooperation between your office and the lecal state's 
attorney office? 

Q As helpers of the state, of course, we were required to work to- 
gether with the state attorney and during my time thecooperation between 
ourselves and the state atésrney's office was always correct and good. 

Q Did you hear through your official channels er through your de- 
partment that any kind of torture instruments were used? 

A No, 

Q There was the se-called sharp or hard interrogations? 

A Yes, but I never used that. 

Q Who was responsible to carry out or order this kind of an 


interrogation? 


A Until 1943 or 1944, the Reichs Main Security Office and the Regional 
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State Police were allowed, according to a decree, to order such kiné of 
interrogations, I said to my officers at the time that the decree arrived 
that I would never carry out such measures, I also asked my deputy not 

to give such an order in case I was away. 

Q Was the decree that this sharp or hard interrogation was given 
marked in the files se that the Reichs Main Security Office or the court 
knew of that interrogation? 

A Yes, 

Q The prosecution claims thet civil service employees were arrested 
by the Gestapo without previous knowledge of their section chiefs? 

A There was an order that the section chief or the department chief 
of a civil service employee had to be informed before any of his men were 
arrested, On July 20, 1944, I received an order to arrest the Chief 


Porrestry officer of Schwevin, Von Willisen and to search his office and 


building. I first reported this to the state minister and then * searched 


his office in his presence, I carried out this search and I thought at 

the time, after talking to Von Willisen, that he was innocent, I carried 
on this investigetion in such a manner that everything which was in his 
favor was carried out effectively during the investigation. I made a report 
to Berlin and after receiving another letter from Berlin and another inter 
rogation, it was possible to heve this man released, Later on in April of 
1945 I asked him once again whether he was connected in any way with the 
July 20, 1944 incident. He stated at that time that "yes" he was connected 
with it and he told me at the time that due to my investigation he was saved 


for certain from the death penalty and that he was the only one of ali his 
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friends who still was alive. 


Q What did your office have to do with the administration of the 
concentration camps? 

4 Nothing. 

Was there a concentration camp within your area or sector. 
No. 
How was it with Ravensbruck? 

A Ravensbruck belonged to the State Prussian. It was only in the 
postal system connected with Ravensbruck and Maz Mecklenburg. 

Q Were not inmates of this concentration camp at Ravens bruck used 
for work in your sector or area? 

A Yes, I discovered that by accident while on an official travel 
in Neu Brandenburg and Neustadt. 

Q What do you know concerning the feeding of these concentration 
camp inmates? 

A I received a pretest once, it was from the factory directore or 
from the DAF, the German Labor Front, that the concentration camp inmates 
working in that factory were fed better then the German workers in the 
factory. I had that investigated and it was found out to betrue, 

Q What year was that? 


I believe in the beginning of 1944, 


A 
Q Were you yourself ever in a concentration camp. 
A 


In 1937, I visited Ravensbruck, I had to get permission to do 


this from the SS Economic and Main Office in Berlin. Thet is when I leoked 
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it over, 

Q What did you find out concerning the trestment and the bodily 
condition and health conéi tion in the éamp? 

A I only was in the camp for one hour. I Could not find out any= 
thing about the treatment, The health condition of the workers was ex- 
cellent, /mmE rooms were clean, orderly and nice. 

Q Could you speak with the inmates freely? 

A Wo, 

Q Were not members of your department used in coneentration camps 
as continous interrogation officers? 

A No. 

Q Did not members of your office accompany transports of troops to 
the concentration Camps, especially during the war, 

A No, these transports were carried out in combined transports or 
bythe regular order police. Only once in 1943, on orders from Berling, 
elderly Jews Prina Theresvenstandt were tre nsporteå and my department accom 
panied the transport, however, they were only permitted to g0 to the Railroad 
Station at Thevesvenstadt then had to stop and turn around again, The 
officers expressedly asked that they be shown Thevesvenstadt, but thet was 
turned down, 

Q Within your area or zone was there a Prisoner of War camp? 


Yes, 


A 
Q What dià your office have to do with that Prisoner of War Camp? 
A 


Nothing, 


MR, MONNERAY; Could the witness give us the name of that Prisoner 
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of War Camp? y . j her 
DR. New Brandenburg. 


DR. Meee. 
WEISCERBER 
Q Do you know of a decree from the Reichs Main Security Office 


whereby commissions of the Gestapo were supposed to be in Prisoner of 
War Camps in order to sert out racial and political unwanted persons and 
to execute them? 

A Yes, I received an order from Berlin in August of 1941 to form 
such a commission and report them to Berlin and it would be the duty of 
this commission to go to New Brandenburg Prisoner of War Camp and sort 
out the politically and racially unwanted prisoners, As far as I can 
remember, it was only to find these persons and not to executive them. 

I don't remember concerning that. I reported the men to Berlin and then 
they were under the direct supervision of the Reichs Main Security Office 
amd I had nothing to do with them, The officers or maybe only the chief 
of that commission was ordered to Berlin to receive instructions, The 
chief of this commission had to report directly to Berlin and after about 
five weeks the officer called me and said he did not have any more interest 
in this work and it would be impossible for him to selecte any persons 
like that when he had no files concerning them. He seid that all these 
men were only soldiers and he did not find iyi, He asked me if he 
could come back and I answered him "yes" I would be glad to welcome him 
back because at that time I needed a lot of men, but I told him that he 
had to receive fermission from Berlin first, He made a report to Berlin 


and had almost finished his duty and because we had so much work to do 
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&t Schwevin he requested that he be returned, the answer back was alright, 
but he would have to make up the other later on. Then, the whole matter 
was more or less forgotten and he never went back again, 

Q According to your knowledge as chief of the Regional Gestapo Office, 
no hiis was selected much less executed, according to this order? 

A I did not hear anything concerning this anè that is what I believe. 

Q Did you know of any decree where upon emcaped and recaptured 
prisoners of war were to be handed over to the Security Police and the SD 
with the remarks "Gropp Three?" 

A You mean the Kugeldecree, Yes, we received that, 

Q What is to be underetood by "Group Three?" 

A In the concentration camps, as we were told one time through an 
order, there were three groups. Group 1 included the emaller persons who 
could be improved, Group 2 included the people who after local arrests 
also could be recorded as bettered or improved. Group 3, if I remember 
correctly, included those persons thet were pure criminals anà were com- 
pletely anti-social, The people who coudd not be improved. 

Q How is the word "Kugeldecree" or "Bullet decree" to be understood? 

A When I heard that, I also thought what does this mean? I then 
spoke to various other officers and discussed with them what this meant. 
One person came upon the idea that it would mean these persons would 
receive a chain and ball, 

Q How was this order carried out in your area? 


ere 
A We did not have any prisons of war that were under this decree, 


Such cases did not happen with us, 
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Q What about the foreign workers in your area if they were reported 
for non-working? 

A The repeaters received ten days protective custody in the justice 
building, further repeaters received up to three weeks also in the justice 
prison or in the State Welfare House in Guestrow. This State Welfare House 
was underthe Reichs Ministry. Persons in need of aid or persons without a 
home were brought there and the people had to work on the farms. It re- 
peatedly happened that people would rether be there than in the fectories, 
so the iætory officials complained to me that it was a vacation for these 
people and all the persons that received up to eight weeks came to the 
labor camp at Haegerwelle near Stettin. 

Q But in that camp only those persons were sent who were concerned 
in two cases previously? 

A Yes, definitely. In addition to that I always had these cases 
thoroughly investigated, but when I found out during this investigation 
that the reason was with the factory or farmer I did not arrest this person 
at all. I send this man to a different and better employment. This happened 
quite often with us. 

Q What happened to the commandoes or such allied fliers that made 
emergency landings in your area? 

A I did not receive the commando decree at all, I only heard once 
within army reports that Commande troops were being killed, but no such 
commando jumped or parachuted in my area. For all soldiers, that is fliers, 
there was an expressed order that they had to be handed over to the army 
and the search for such fliers was not in the hands of the Gestapo but 


in the hends of the Order and Criminal police, 
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Q Within your section were the Heinkel, Arado and Dornier aire 
craft factories located and were there acts of sabotage in those fac- 
tories? 

A Yes. I found that they were very small and always made by 
persons that worked within the factory. 

Q Do you know of the Nacht und Nebel decree? 

A We also did not receive this decree. I only heard of this decree 
here in Nurnberg. No, that is not right. I heard of that in Camp 
Neumuenster and I read of it here in Nurnberg. 

Q In other words, there were no persons in your area concerning 
which this decree was brought out? 

A Yes, I remember the following: I received in February of 1945 from 
the chief state attorney, not it was not the chief state attorney, it was 
from Dreibergen, word that they had two or three end prisoners, I was 
supposed to take them over and send them to a concentration camp. I wrote 
back and said I did not know what this meant as I could not take ofer any 
such prisoners because first of all I had no concentration camp to send them 
to in Mecklenburg and that also I could only do that If I received an order 
from the Reichs Msin Security Office. 

Q Was there within your staff a representative of Bichmann and do you 
know what Eichmann means. 

A No, 

You knew of Eichmann, did you not? 


No, I did not know of him. I only heard here in Nurnberg what he 


Did you not know during your activities that Eichmann was in charge 
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of he Jewish commission within Amt. 4? 

A We had received from the Reichs Main Security Office their plan of 
organization, which was very long. I looked this plan over, but I did not 
of course remember the names of the people that I did not know. I did not 
know Eichmann, I had never heard of him, but I was told that he was 
formerly with the SD, 

Q Did you participate in a discussion with the Reichs Main Security 
Office of Amt. 4 concerning the Endloesing or final solution of the Jewish 
question? 

A Wo, 

Q To whom did you send your requests for information in Amt. 4 or the 
Gestapo Main Office if you were not clear concerning something or wanted to 
have something done? 

A If it concerned pergonnel matters, I spoke to the personnel chief, 
otherwise, I mostly spoke with Dr, Best and after he went away I talked with 
Mueller and durins the remainder of times I spoke only with the officer 
concefffed with the particular case, 

Q How long was Dr, Best in the Reichs Main Security Office? 

A I believe until 1941, 

Q Why did pou not go to Heydrich as Chief of the Security Police? 

A I only went to Heydrich when I received an order and besides at 
one time a personal official of Heydrich's told me that Heydrick did not 
regard me very highly and did not like my style of work, 


Q In other words, you considered Dr. Best as the most efficient man 
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within the Reichs Main Security Office? 

A Yes, 

% To what extent was your office connected with the action of the 
8th and 9th of November, 1938? 

A On November 9th, there was a meeting of the Gestapo officials of 
the SD and of the inspectors in Munich and I was there, About twelve 
o'clock all of us were ordered to a meeting with Heydrich in a certain 
Palace and he stated that afternoon, upon orders from Hitler, the party 
and the Government, especially Dr. Goebbels, an anti-semetic demonstration 
was to start due to the death of Von Rath, Heydrick stated at the meeting 
that he was not in accord with the proposal of Goebbels and that he did not 
approve of such action, however, he was sorry his suggestion was not on 
and now it was such that the police had to watch in case the »roperty of the 
Jews was destroyed. He then told us to take the next train back to our 
homes and to prevent any kind of a demonstration, plundering or anything like 
that against the Jews. I left early the next morning and arrived in 
Schwevin late that night. My deputy told me that they had receive|a tele- 
type message during the night concerning this action and that they had placed 
a guard so that no plunderings would take place. 

Q Was mt that teletype message received by your office tefore your 
return just in opposition to what Heydrick had told you? 

A Yes, 

Q How do you explain this contradiction? 


A I believe, in my personal opinion, he received the order from 


Himmler and that. he only gave us his person ideas or thoughts but that they 
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CAPTAIN TUBRIDE+-—We-witt recess-untit—two o'clock. 


(THE COMMISSION RECESSED AT 1300 HOURS.) 
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(The hearing reconvened at 1400 hours, 10 June 1946} 
LUDWIG OLDACH - Resumed 
DIRECT EXAMINATION = Continued. 
BY DR WEISGERBER: 

Q In your District before the war was the church 
fight a difficult one, a particularly violent one? 

A “es 

Can you give us some details about this? 

A Yes, since 1933 in Germany the so-called German 
Christians who were all members of the Nazi party had the 
ragin regiment or direction of a so-called church regiment 
and REE. aoo Bikes was also a German Christian. These 
German Vhristians tried to assert their ideglogy with all 
means and if I may say so they carried on a fight aga nst 

con ventional which 
the denominational and/@mrkakkam church/was not quite 
clear. tt had no regard for regulations of the Government 
and this was to the detriment of the conventional church, 
I would call it, and it came about that the clergy of the 
denominational church turned to me for helpe For examphe, 
in New Strelitz the German Christians attempted totake 
away the church buildings from the denominational church 
and they fæ bade the denominational church members to be 
buried in their common graveyard, and on one occasion 
they locked up a church building so that the denominational 
people could not enter. Another thing, young clergy men 
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who were members cf the denominational church were not 
employed as pastors». In @hurch communites where there were 
only denominational church members clergy of the Germm 
Christian Government were sent. 

Q Did you take any measures against these German 
Christians from your Gestapo office? 

A Yes, the denominational church turned to me 

denominational 

for help and I went to the Pastor of the/mummamkmatxanak 
church and told them what they could do and what they 
couldn't do and helped the denominational church every- 
where to obtain it's rights. I told the German Christim 
Pastors that if they interfered with the Denominational 
Church and disturbed the Denominational Church in any 
way I wul see to it that you will be taken inkunpx 
into protective custody and repa@ ted to the public prosecutor. 
The Bishop of the District then sent ina complaint to the 
Reichstatthalter, the Reich Government, on this matter, 
and in this complaint he said: 

“While fhe Gestapo protects and supports the 
denominational church pause: Fran kee sworn enemies 
of the national social system, we German Christians 
are persecuted by the Gestapo and treated like ordinary 
common criminals.” 

I then asked the Bishop to come to see me and I 


showed him the documents, presenting the documents to 


him, that his clergy had behaved very badly everywhere 
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and that the denominational church had been protected by 


men w th the right. Finally he realized this, and it 


followed that these German Christian Pastas who had 
been particularly forward and cheeky were transferred to 
other places, and thus, I helped bring about peace every- 
where and restored peace. Then Í induced him to have 
only denominational clergy in those places were ther e 
were only denominational church members, which he did, 
and he also £ukkarxreadxmyx BURXESELBN upon my suggestion 
did not exact any oath from the cdenominational church 
clergy. 

Q Did youand your officials realize that carry ing 
out certain instructions of the RX Reich Main Security 
Office meant that you were ask d to cammit criminal 
activities? 

A No, we were never asked to do anything that 
was criminale 411 of us were professional civil servants 
and by reason of the decrees and regulations did our 
duty and no ma e. 

Q Is it true that the Gestapo was a party in- 
stitution which was to incite fear? 

A No, we were no party a ganization. We were a 
civil mgzmxxxkxxxx organization like any other civil 
service r ganization. I wuld like to add here that 


most of the announcements and r epa ts sent in to us 
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were sent to us by the party, by the SD and by people 
who were finding fault, especially in church matters 

we received very many r eports and complaints, and then 
when we interrogated the Clergy they thought they were 
mimx bang persecuted by us, but in reality too often it 
was true we always protected the interests of these 
people. With t he Kreis kadership in Rostock I had very 
many great differences € opinione 


DR. WEISGERBER; No further questionse 


CROSS EXAMINATION 

BY M. MONNERAY: 

Q Witness, you were not a menber of the party, 
were you? 

A tes, I was a member of the party. 

« From what day? 

ua From the 3rd of May, 1925. 

Q You told us that in December, 1953, you were 
asked to accept the position of the Chief of the Police of 


HawxRRKKKSxVURNgXx Mecklenburg. 


> Yes. 


Q And you told us also that this proposal had 
bem made to you only because on account of your excellent 


experience as an honest civil servant, isn't that so? 


A *es, and always because I was a party member. 


That is clear. 
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Q You have been certainly one of the oldest 
members of the party in your district, weren't you? 

R tes. 

Q But you didn't tell us about this point this 
morning, did you? 

4 mx I was not asked about any party membership. 

Q Were you a member of any party or organization? 

A Iwas œ tsgruppenleiter until 1928, and then 
on account of differences of opinion that I had wi th 
the Gauleiters I was excluded from the party, and then 
upon ther equest of the Gauleiters I re-entered the 
party in 1930, and in 1950 I was appointed Kreisleiter, 
and I resigned this job onthe lst of May, 1935, because 
the party only wanted to have such Kreisleiters who 
were Sreisleiters aumxyxxday as their main business, and 
mx because I wished to remain a professional civil 
servant. 

~“ Were you a member of the SA? 


A NO. 


Ų Q The ss? 


A Yes, by reason of the coordination decree I 
became a member of the SS when I took œ er the Gestapo. 

Q What was your rank? 

A My zak h st rank I had was that of SS Standartdn- 


fuehrer by reason of the coordination decrees. 
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Q 


What was your exact position as police in 1%3, 


when you were appointed? 


A 

Q 

A 
1943, the 

Q 


My titke was regierungsdircktor. 

And what part of the police were under your command? 
The state police, and up until the lst of Uctoer, 
criminal police also.: 


DAA A 


The state police and t he criminal þiaæe of the whole 
Mecklenburg 


state of/Miekianburg, isn't it? 


A 


Q 
the Reich 


A 
Q 


from that 


žes. 

And at what time did you b ecome an officer of 

and not any more an affizasr offical of the State? 
“n the lst of April, 1937. 

And from this period on what was your jurisdiction 
appointment? 

The County of Mecklenburg alone, 

Who was your deputy? 


First Kriminalkommissar Marquardt. He was sent 


front in 1941, 


When was he appointed? 

in 1934, 

Was he a member of the party? 
tes 

What was his function? 


He had formerly been a justizinspektor and then 


took tha the Sriminalkommissar examination, 
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Q So he applied for this job in quite the same way 
way you did, did he? 


A No, he was commandeered to do so by the “inistry 


of the State. 
Q The Ministry of State, was x he a member of the party? 
A tes, 
Q Was he a member of the SS? 
A As far as 1 know he became a member of the SS either 
in 1955 œ 1956. 
w Had he any other party functions or any functions 
in the œ ganization as a party? 
The Ministry m&Szakxm of State? 
Tes. 
No. 
Where was your headquarters in Mecklenburg? 
In Schwerine 
Q And Schwerin was at the same time the headquarters 
of the Gmleiters or Kreisleiters? 
A Of the Gauleiters and ŚKreisleiter s also. 
Q You tord us this morning that according to a decree 
you had to report every fortnight to the Gauleiter? 
* Yes. 
Q Will you give me some mae details about this 
decree? 


A No, I was told so orally. He ordered me to do so, 
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Who ordered you? 
Reichstatthalter. 
The Gauleiter who was the/RakukmxKAKAkAEXxStankkiunary 


What did he tell you to do? 
Reichstatthalter 
According to the/AxaxukxktanuxnfxtcnasR¥XMEXXIEKK 


Reichstatthalter 

I was obliged to report to the/Rmka*Stantiizher on all 
impo tant matters, and this came about in the following 
way: A state employee, a Landrat, had taken a man into 
protective custody where he had no right to and I protested 
and the Gauleiter heard of this and thereupon œ dered me 
to report to him fortnightly. 

Q But the Reichsstatthalter was at the same time 
the Governor of the District, wasn't he? 

a tes. 

Q Was it always the g eneral rule that the Reich- 
statthalter was also the Gauleiter? 

A No, not everywhere. For example, in Bavaria, 
this was n& s0e 

Q What kind of a report did you send to the Govern- 


ment? 


A If I didan'trepart he asked me to report in 


writing. 

Q About what events? 

A The Gauleiters of ten reported especially 
concerning espoinage, and then, of course, I had tor eport 
to him about this. He made complaints in other cases too. 


% For instance? 





Com 


fig os mar 9 HW MWN 


1400 =- 159 
10 June 1946 


A Once because of the smuggling of fa eign currency 
that had been done by a high party member, and another case 
against the landed nobility who were to be a reactionary 
governmentsagainst the owners of estates who were alle ged 

communi stse 
to have behaved unsocially, and against alleged/zmmmmxmxsts. 
Every once in a while I received such complaints, He sent 
me very many enormous letters. 

Q And the Kreisleiters did the same? 

A No, not the Kreisleiters of Schwerin but the 
Kreisleiter of Wismar and Rostock sent repotts continually, 
and the other Kreisleiters too. 

Q But those Kreisleiters you say sent this inform- 
ation about the enemy, wasn t this a job for the police? 

A Any person at all can write a complaint to the 
police and so coul they. ‘they always did so. 

Q Who were the agents of those political Gauleite s 
and Kreisleiters who gave the police or allowed them to 
make repats to you? 

A There were no agents as such, any party member 
could go to the Gauleiters and report things to him. 

Q But people who knew something of the position 
and what things seemed to be important tobe repated, 
didn't they report first to the block and zellenleiter s? 


A tes, that also happened, but in such a case 


these people went to the 4reisleiters. 
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Q How did the political police get information 


about the political situation and political enemies? 

A The local police authorities and the Gendarmerie 
reported to us about these matters. 

% Do you maintain that you had no informers? 

A Yes, there were also people who repa ted to 
us directly, and in 1942 we received instructions from 
the Reich Main Security Office that we were to strengthen 
or increase our intelligence. 

Which title of the SHA was this? 
The department was called the Ke Abteilung. 
Was that the title of the department, Abteilung? 
Yes. 
And the SDH,didn't they bring you any information? 
tes, of course, they always made reports. 
Didn't yous tate a few minutes ago that most 
of the information came from the party Je aders or from 
the SD? 

A tes, actually most of ther epa ts came from them, 
reports conceming the breaking of work contracts mostly 
came from the Gendarmerie. 

Q How did you organize the sub-groups that lead 
the fights against the Church, the Yews and the Free Masons, 


and so on? 
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A There was just one official there. 

Q How could he get all of the information about 
thes ə things? 

A After the Free Mason Chapters had been annulled in 
1943, there were no Free “asons any longer and in the 
whole od Mecklenburg there were only 222 Jews in the year 
1958. These were known everywhere and the local police 
author ities always made reports about them, 

Q So, you just had one official sitting in his 
office waiting for the information to come in, isn't that æ? 

A Yes in this matter, yes certainly, and most of 
the information cams from the party. 

Q And in different matters? 

A “es, and if this man was idle he was called upon 
to do mkxax other work. In 1941 or 1942 I had one man 
who was to q genize the intelligence department by orders 
from Berlin but it was bad enough. 

Q Where did they come from, in Berlin? 

4a “e was one of my officers, one I had selected for 
that purposee Nobody wanted to @ this sæt of work, 


Q So your headquarters and officials could be used 


by one of the other commissions, according to necessity, 


couldn't it? 


A Yes. 
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Q How did your intelligence work or function, 
especially the counter espoinage? 

A In the armament factories the comrades + had 
selected,they selected confidential people every where. 

te Othe wise, you were relying upon information 
coming direct from party members and the SD? 

a tes. 

Q Had you no œ ganization, direct orgmization 
of the SD? 

A No, the SD was quite independent. 

Q You had no contact with those members? 

A I knew part of the people, that is, 1 knew part of 
the people of this œ ganization, I knew the leaders of the 
liaison od fice in Rostock. 

Q So no especial orgmization was necessary, 
since quite as a general rule, the rep ts came direct 
from the SD to your of fice? 

A Yes. 

Q As to the fight or the checking up of church 
activities, didn't you ever receive any SD members attached 
to your own headquarters? 

A Yes, they came to see me but I had nothing to 
do with theme I don't quite know what you mean. 

Q They were not entering into your om ao ganization? 


A No, they didn't enter the orga izations 
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Q Had you an expert for church questions in your 
organization? 

= There was one civil servant who was to take care 
of these matters, but the majority of cases I mm did the 
work myself. 

Q Do youremember the meeting of experts on church 
questions and the state police? This meeting was held 
in Berlin in 4ugust, 19417 

A I know that my employee who handled these church 
matters was once ordered to apwar in “erlin in this con= 
nection. 

Q Do your emember this circular letter sent to all 
of the state police signed by Heydrick, it is Document 
1815=-PA, USA 510? 

A Yes, I think that is the one that I sent one 
of my men to “erlin. 

Q Do XaMXxEMEK you memember what was the object or 
purpose of this meeting? 

A No I don't know. I don't think anything hardly 
happened in Church matters in our region. We had never 
had any difficulty with the Noman Catholic Church, because 


there were only very few members. On the contrary the 


Catholié Priest, Dre Ohnmacht, from Linz, had been vanished Lome 
/ 
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Mecklenburg by the Vice Commissar of the Main Security 
Offices, and orders were issued to me to have this man 
install d in a small town. 

g We are not interested in these small details. 
Anyhow, it was within the scope of your activities to sugr- 
vise and control the church and churches, isn't that so? 

h That was the mission of the SD We did not super- 
vise the churches. I did not supervise any church. 

Q When, for instance, the SD found some information 
which seemed to reveal some hostile activities against the 
State, didn't the SD report to you? 

A Yes, the SD sent in a report. 

Q Now in the same Docyment, 1815 PS, the first 
three pages are m order to all state police, an order 
signed by Mohler and coming out from Amt 4, and in this order 
Mohler orders that the SD expert about church que stions has 
to join the coresponding Gestapo, the Gestapo “ead arte se 
Do you recall receiving this? 

A Yes, I received this letter and in this connection 
the SD sent us mountains of files xm at which we did not 
look because we had no time and did not want to. These 
files and documents lay in ow office a very long time, 
and Ir emember am a case where I said? "What sort of 
documents are tha e mxarğyxanāėx over there?3 And he 


answered: “These are documents € the SD" , and we let 
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them lay there, we didn't want anything to do with them, 
and we put them in a corner, and Ir emember in this connection 
that Dre Ohnmacht said that he had never thought he would 
Eeeatyax find such humane people and kind people with the 
Gestapo. We have always been the ones who helped the 
Church, and so I told Dr. Ohnmacht to write an application 
for his relief, and to try to have his banishment from 
Austria cancelled. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Ask the witness to please 

respond tothe questions and not volunteer information, 
BY M. MONNERAY: 

Q Tell me why was he so suprised by the kindness 
of the Gestapo? 

A This man had been jin Vienna and Linz where he 
had been manager of the Catholic action and after charges 

a concentration camp. 

had been made he was in/xmaxkwixdxexupx 

9 Did he tell you also at one time he had beem 


arrested and put in a concentration camp? 


x No, he did not tell me. He only told me when 


E 


I asked him why he had been arrested, that he was the 


manager of the Catholid action and that was probably 
why he had been arrested and then only carried on the 


business affairs. He knew nothing aw ut any others. 
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Q You were not surprised that he was/put into a 


concentration camp, were you? 

A No, and I had no such order to do so. I was only 
told to look after him and to put him up in a small towm 
where he was to live. 

Q Had he the right to live anywhere œ only in 


a small town? We don't want to know what you did exactly 


but we only want you to answer "yes" or "no" as to whether 


he was entitled to go around the State of Mecklenberg or 
whether he was compelled only to go into small towns. 

A He had to remain within Garbusch. 

Q And what was the reason? 

A I don't know. Such were the orders given by 
Berlin. 

Q When he arrived he did not sha you any order 
and yx you did not receive any œ der concerning this man? 
A tes, before he arrived I received a written 

order from Berlin. 

Q What was the written order? 

A In this wder it said that this mm had bem 
released from a concentration camp and was to live ina 
small place in Mecklenburg. I was to find a place for 
him, a post fa him, and was to protect and supervise him. 

Q This morning you told us that people entering 


into the State Police had to undergo a sat of political 


and professional training, isn't that so? 
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A Yes. 

Q And those who did not want to accept this political 
training could not remain in the police? 

A No, it was quite different. They were sent to 
the police schools and at these schools l ctures were 
held upon political matters. 

W And where did those people come from. 

A They were officials of the police school, train- 
ing schoole 

Q How did they enter the police school? Was there 
any examination befa e? 

A Yes, whenthey applied with the Gestapo they 
had to take m exanination of proficiency. 

Q So thee was a special examination to enter 
into the Gestapo, wasn't that so? 

A Yes, fæ those people who volunteered, not 


for the otha se The others, as I explained this morning, 


were commandeered as police af ficals. 


Q Had you under your command also the Kripo? 

A Yes, until the lst of Octdber, 1945. 

Q What was the connection between the Sripo and 
the Gestapo? 

A The people that belonged to the Security Police 
and the employees could be transferred from one office 


to the othere 
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Q In this office among the members of your Gestapo 


office, how many members of the SS had you in this office? 


A At the first when I tbok over the Gestapo only 


one and then later an œ der was issued saying that all 


members of the Gestapo were supposed to be members of the 
S and then in the course of the years by reason of this 
coordination decree the people were taken as members of the 
ss. 

Q When you were appointed in December, 1933, how 
many members of the party were in the Gestapo? 

Ae Tene 

Q What was the total number of police, excepting 
such people as the Secretaries and typists and so on? 

A When I took the office over there were xemx fiftem. 

Q So ten out of fifteen were already members of 
the party, isn't that so? 

A Yes, and six had entered the party after May, 
1943. 

Q When they entered the party, those six, why 
did they enter the party in “ay 19437 

A After this date, practically all civil servants 
in Germany entered the party. 

Q If they had not entered the party wuld they 
neverthekess remained in the Gestapo? 


A tes, they could have, 
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secret 
Q When you received the/samuxktxy order your 


assistant knew it, didn't he? 


ai tes. 

Q And if the secret order asked fæ any execution 
of tasks, what did you do? 

A I passed this ader on to the corresponding 
Gestapo and told him to carry out this order. 

Q All of the members of the Gestapo had taken 
an oath, hadn't they? 

A Yes, and every civil servant. 

Q So they were all entitled to take secret orders 
and secret papers, weren't they? 

sä No, by no means. There was a decree issued by 
Hitler, in which he said that each civil servant shall 
know only as much as he needs to know in order to carry 
out his wake 

all 

Q But you told me that am/officials within the scope 
of his jad was to execute secret œ ders and receive secret 
orders, didn't you? 

A tes, and I had to show that ader to him. 

Q When you told us thks morning about km the 
violations of the official secrets, had you any example 
of any violation in your office? 

A I thought primarily of the violation of official 


secrets by passing them on to outsiders, but, of course 
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this also meant that the person was not allowed to tell 
people within his office. 
Q Do you know of any camp in Strelitz? 
A No, 
Q No detention institution? 
a tes, a department of the district welfare. 
Q And who did you send into those Landesfursorgehausers 


and who could you send there? 


A People who had committed breaches of a wor king 


contract and people who had been temporarily arrested. 
Q For instance -= 
A Yes. 
Q Do you know a camp called Rickling. It is near 
MHAMKXKERX dq Netmunster? 
No. 
And MH Niederhagen? 
No, 
+t is near Rostock. 
I think there is a sheriff in the vicinity but 
No,/I did not know the e was a camp thee. 
Was there any prison camp in Rostock? 
No, perhaps prisoners of war, but + don't know. 
Q What kind of people, once arrested, had to be 
sent into concentration camps according to your orders? 
A In general, the wording was persons who had 


endangered the security of the state. 
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Q And if there was no concentration camp? 


a People who had committed themselves were placed 


before the Courtse 


Q So you don't know any example of arrests of 


people who were sent directly into concentration camps 
without passing over first to units? 

A tes, that also happened, if the Keich Main 
Security office ordered this. 

Q And in which cases did you receive those orders? 

A I had to pass onreports of the people who had 
been arrested and it had map happened that the Reich Main 
Security Office xx said that such and such people were 
to be sent directly into a concentration camp without 
being placed before a Tribunal3’x . 

Q Have you already forgotten the famous Kugel srloss 
we were talking about this morning? 

A Yes, I have not forgotten ite 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Is that the bullett decree? 
Let the record show what is meant by that, the bullet or 
ball and chain decree. 

M. MONNERAY: Yes, that is the Kugel Erloss. 
BY M. MONNERAT: 

Q Now, according to this decree, all except prisoners 
of war had to be sent into the concentration camps, isn't 


that so? 


A In the decree it said not officers and not 
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non-commissioned officers, they were not to be sent there, 
and i did not have such cases, 

Q But the @ der specifies certain classes of people 
who had to be sent into concentration camps, doesn't it? 

A I would have to see the decree. As far as I 

all of those except 
remember it says in this decree/xmoxm/officers and non- 
commissioned officers who were excepted, were to be sent into 
a concentration camp, and then there was another decree 
Prisoners 

which said that Russian/eakanmreaxof war who had committed 
a crime during their lifetime were to be sent into concen- 
tration camps. 

Q Well any how it is very easy to discuss the text 

1650 

of the order. It is/8@S& PS and the text is well know. 


A Yes, I received this order. This is the decree 


Bullett, im't it? 
Q Yes. 


A I received this order but I had no such prisoners 
as were mentioned in this decree, 

Q It is USA 246, 1650 PS, and you gave us this 
morning your opinion and if you hadn't understood it 
immediately you wuld have called on ane xpert policeman 
as to what was the real meaning of this decree, isn't that 
SO. 

A I do not understand the use of the term “bulle tt", 
Why did they use the term “bullett"? 
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Q Anyhow you understood that the Gestapo officers 
were compelléd or a dered to send those people into concen- 
tration camps? 

A Yes, I understood that, but I wish to re-emphasize 
that I did not intern any such people in concentration 
camps. ʻI did not have any such people. 

Q You told us this morning that you selected a com- 
mission to be sent into the prison camps of your district 
in order to carry out certain orders of political and 
national seminar coming from the RSHA? 

A LOS. 

Q And you told us that nothing had bem done, 
that a seminar had not been carried out? 

~> Yes, the Commissioner was in New Brandenbrug for 
five weeks. Then the bend of the Commission turned to me 
and said he wished to return because he did not like the work, 
and he did not think the work would be very successful be- 
cause he had no material to work on. 

& So he carried out this work anyhow, didn't he? 

A Yes, for five weeks he worle d there. 

Q You told us you were at meetings with Muller 
on several occasions in Berlin? 

é tes. 


Q And this happened in a sort € general meeting 


with other leaders of the Gestapo? 
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A No, whenever there was anything with which I was 
not quite content or if I had received complaints from the 
party I went to the RSHA. 

Q Had you always the right to see the chief of th 
other departments of the RHSA if you had some question of 
work to discuss with them? 


A Yes 


Q And this was a right that any Chief of the Gestapo 


Headquarters had, isn't that so? 


A Yes, he had to announce his visit and then he 
was Xx told when he could go. 

Q Had you contacted any other chiefs in the depart- 
ment of the RSHA? 

A Nn, I never went to any othe chief of the RSHA 
except to the personnel department. 

Q Why didn't you go to the othe s? 

A I had nothing to do with them. 


Q Did you receive any orders concerning the campaign 


in Norway? 
A No, I did not. 


You never heard mything about it before coming 


Yes, I heard of it in the camp of NeW Muenster. 
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Q And during your activities, didn't you hear any- 
thing of it? 

À No I didn't. I heard occasionally in the amy 
communiques that commanders had been landed in Na way and 
other places and had been liqidated, annihilated, and I 
always assumed these were soldiers who had died in battle 
to the last mane 

* You received the order about the interrogation 
and the third degree? 

a tes, I received that order. 

Q Everybody knew about this order? 


A tes, I informed several officials of this order 


but I don't remember whether I told only the axkiukanixa 


assistants and the heads of the divisions. 
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Q When you arrived from Munich the 10th of November 1938, the different 
actions against Jews had already happened? 
A Yes. 
Q “What kind of actions? 
A The demonstrations that had been ordered by Dr, Goebbels against 
Jews and Jewish businesses, 
Q That is all? 
4 I know that in Schwerin and in Rostock shops were demolished. 
Who did it? 
The Party and the SA. 
Why was it the Party and the SA? 
In Schwerin and Rostock the Party and SA were responsible. That 
report I received, 
Did the SA give any orders on this point? 
I do not know, 
Q How do you know about the activity of the SA? 
A From the deputy, who himself witnessed these things and who received 
the teletype during the course of the night, told me that the Party and SA 


members were responsible, 


Q Did your deputy get in touch with the Ortsgruppenleiter or the Kreis- 


leiter or Gauleiter or Chief of the SA? 


A I think he was ordered to appear before the Gauleiter who also 
received a teletype during the night. 

O What was decided at this meeting? 

A I cannot tell any more about it. 

Q No Jews were arrested during this night?, 


A No, we did not arrest any Jews, 
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And afterwards‘ 
No, we did not do so. In our District no Jews were arrested, 
No synagogues were burned? 
No, also not. 
Only material destruction by the SA and the Party? 
Yes, I believe so. That is what he told me, 
What was the interpretation you gave to the teletype coming from 
Heydrich? 
A I assumed that he had been given strict orders by Himmler to 
issue this, 
Q You mean in favor of those actions? 
Yes, this teyetype was written to the Gestapo Offices and was 
issued by Heydrich. 
Q And Heydrich was Chief of the Gestapo was he not? 
Yes. 
And you maintain that your Gestapo carried out only legal actions? 
Yes. 
MR. MONNERAY: I have no further questions, 
MAJOR MURRAY: I have one or two questions, 
BY MAJOR MURRAY: 
Q Who was the Gauleiter in your Area? 
A Hildebrandt. 
Q He was also the Reichstatthalter of the Area was 


A Yes, 


Q And was he also the Reichverteidigungskommissar (Reichs Defense 


Commissioner) for Wehrkreis 2? 


A Only for that section of Mecklenburg which belonged to Wehrkreis 
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Q Reports addressed to the Wehrkreis Commissar for Wehrkreis 2 would 
go to your Gauleiter, would they not? 
A Yes, Hildebrandt was Reichstatthalter and Gauleiter and Defense 
Commissioner for Mecklenburg. 
© And you received orders from Hildebrandt, was that right? 
A Yes. 
Q And you reported to him at least every two weeks, was that right? 
A Yes. 
© I will ask yo if you did not receive in your office this series of 
weekly reports coming from Heydrich's Office, who was your chief? 

Yes we got them. No, just a minute, No we did not get these from 
the Occupied Eastern Territories. No, I never got the Occupied Eastern 
Territories. I do not know them, 

© This is 3943-PS, USA Exhibit 864. Answer my question please, 
These were from Heydrich's office, were they not? 

A Yes they are - Berlin. 

© And Heydrich was your Chief, was he not? 

Yes, he was, but I did not get these reports. I do not know them. 

You know that these reports went to your Gauleiter do you not? 

No, I know nothing at all of these reports, 

You did receive some of these reports, is that it? 

No, I dġd not receive any of these reports from the Eastern Occupied 


Territories. I was never in the Fastenn Territories. I was always only in 


Mecklenburg and never received any of these reports. 


Q Did your Gauleiter ever discuss any of these reports with you? 


A He never spoke of any of these reports, I do not know them, 
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Q I will show you USA Exhibit 808, 3876-PS, which is a letter from 


Heydrich. It enclosed, among others, a report to Reichsverteidigungskommissar 
Wehrkreis 2, That was Hildebrandt, was it not? 

A No, this is how it was. Schwede-Koburg was Reichs Defense Commissioner 
in Wehrkreis 2 and Wehrkreis 2 included Pomerania and Mecklenburg. Hildebrandt 
was the Deputy of Schwede-Koburg in Mecklenburg. That is how it was. 

Q A moment ago you said Hildebrandt was Wehrkreis Commissar for Wehrkreis 
2, didn't you? 

A That's how it was. May I explain it exactly? Wehrkreis 2 included 
Pomerania and Mecklenburg and Schwede-Koburg was Reichs Defense Commissioner 
for Wehrkreis 2. At first Hildebrandt was only his Deputy for Mecklenburg 
and then Hildebrandt handed in a complaint about this. In 1943, I believe, 

a change took place and then there were two Reichs Defense Commissioners 
for Wehrkreis 2, that is Schwede-Koburg for Pomerania and Hildebrandt for 
Mecklenburg, 

Q In any event you knew of the activities in the Eastern Occupied 
Territories of the Einsatzgruppen, did you not? 

A No, I never knew anything of it; I never heard anything of it and it 
was Never shown to me, I would like to emphasize that Hildebrandt once said 
to me "I can have no faith in you and your officials. You are much too 
bureaucratic" and he did not show us any such things. That's how it was. 

MAJOR MURRAY: I have no further questions. 
BY COLONEL ORLOV: 

Q Do you acknowledge that as the Chief of the Gestapo you carried out 

very criminal and atrocious measures against the political enemies? 


A No. 
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Q Did you ever receive any orders from Himmler and Heydrich about the 
extermination of Jews? 

A No, never got them, 

Q Did you take up in the meetings under the leadership of Himmler 
about the tasks of the SS Organizations? 

A I once heard a lecture by Himmler at a meeting. 

© When was this lecture held? 

Before the war, in Berlin, 

Q And What were the tasks that Himmler gave concerning the treatment 
of political enemies? 

A We received our orders direct from the Reich Main Security Office, 
During this lecture that Himmler held he gave only general political view- 
points and he did not say anything about the extermination of Jews. 

COLONEL ORLOV: I have no further questions. 

DR. WEISGERBER: I have about four more questions in conclusion, 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: We will take a recess and then proceed with the 
oue stioning. 


(A recess was taken. ) 


Q Your commission to be mde Head of the Gestapo Office in Schwerin 
was made simultaneously with your appointment as Chief of the Kripo Office 
in Schwerin, wasn't it? 


A Yes, 


Q Your rank as an SS Standartenfuehrer corresponded by reason of the 


co-ordinating decree to the rank of a Regierungsdirektor, didn't it? 


Yes. 
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Q And it is also true that you could receive no orders from the Gau- 


leiter, as such, that you were under the jurisdiction of the Reichstatthalter 


who happened in this case to be identical with the Gauleiter, is that true? 


Yes. I would like to correct a statement that I made before. In 
January of 1944 I took part in a conference at Koenigsburg at which Himmler 
spoke, 

Q During this lecture did Himmler touch on the tasks and missions of 
the SS? 

No. He spoke about the military situation and that there had been 
a change in the leaders of the Government, that there were new men in the 
Government , for example he himself and Doenitz, and that we had every 
chance of winning the wer. 
DR. WEISGERBER: No further cuestions. 
BY CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: 

Did you testify earlier in your testimony that there were decrees 
received by you which you decided not to enforce and left instructions with 
your deputies that they were not to enforce them if you were absent? 

A That was concerning the 3rd Degree Order. I told them we were not 
going to do that. Then I repeatedly went to Berlin concerning Decrees and 
Orders and asked them not to carry such things out. 

Q Was it customary for a man in your position to refuse to enforce 
decrees that were issued to you? 

\ No, this is how it was. When I received an order, with the enforce- 
ment of which I did not agree, I wrote a corresponding report giving my 
reasons why I did not want to enforce the order and asking the authorities 
to be allowed not to enforce such an order, 


O Is that what you did in this case? 





"O 04 


Lesser 0938-0056 
1O June, 


ʻi 


A No, in this case it was not necessary because the 3rd Degree Order 
was a so-called "Can" order — that means "may" be carried out, "may" be 
done » 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: The witness may retire 


(THE COMMISSION ADJOURNED AT 1600 HOURS.) 


The foregoing is a true and correct transcript of the testimony 


of LUDWIG OLDACH, taken on 10 June 1946. 
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Commissioner 





